It is well established that faces, in contrast to objects, are categorized as fast or faster at the individual level (e.g., Bill Clinton) than at the basic-level (e.g., human face). This subordinate-shift from basic-level categorization has been considered an outcome of visual expertise with processing faces. However, in the present study we found that, similar to familiar faces, categorization of individually-known familiar towers is also faster at the individual level than at the basic-level in naïve participants. In addition, category-verification of familiar stimuli, at basic and superordinate levels, was slower and less accurate compared to unfamiliar stimuli. Thus, the existence of detailed semantic information, regardless of expertise, can induce a shift in the default level of object categorization from basic to individual level. Moreover, the individually-specific knowledge is not only more easilyretrieved from memory but it might also interfere with accessing more general category information.
Introduction
Objects can be recognized at various levels of abstraction, yet most observers tend to classify them by default at a level that have termed as basic (Rosch, Mervis, Gray, Johnson, & Boyes-Braem, 1976) . It is assumed that most human knowledge about objects is organized at this level, as it allows efficient balance between the specificity and distinctiveness of object properties (Murphy & Brownell, 1985) ; on the one hand, categorization at the basic-level is more specific than at a superordinate-level (for example, However, exceptions to the rule stating that the basiclevel is the level at which objects are first recognized, were observed over the years. For example, atypical members of a category are named at a subordinate-level and not at a basic-level (penguin and not bird; Jolicoeur, Gluck, & Kosslyn, 1984; Murphy & Brownell, 1985) . In addition, expertise, of both real-world and laboratory-trained experts, has been shown to induce a subordinate-shift in which objects are identified at a subordinate level rather than at the basic-level (Gauthier & Tarr, 1997; Johnson & Mervis, 1997; Scott, Tanaka, Sheinberg, & Curran, 2006; Tanaka & Taylor, 1991) .
One specific case of expertise is face perception, a domain in which all humans are normally experts. In a well-known study Tanaka (2001) has shown that adults identify faces at a subordinate level (Bill Clinton) as fast as at the basic-level (human face). In contrast, for objects the basic-level categorization was preferred over subordinate-level categorization and participants categorized dogs slower at the subordinate-level (Labrador) than at the basic-level (dogs).
Importantly, in that latter study the subordinate level of faces and objects was not equated. While for objects the subordinate level was comprised of biological sub-species, for faces the subordinate-level consisted of a unique identity, representing a single object in the world. Addressing this discrepancy Tanaka 
